Urgent – lobby the Lords on the health bill
The government are lying to us. They say the NHS will continue to be ‘free at the point of use’ to everyone. NOT SO. It ain’t guaranteed any longer if this bill goes through unamended. 
 
Please write letters or e-mails to members of the House of Lords (especially cross-benchers, wavering lib dems and minor parties/independents) to get them to AMEND the bill in the last few days of debate. It’s pretty much inevitable the Bill will go through now. BUT there are some good ‘last chances’ to amend away some of the worst bits in the Lords.
 
Don’t be put off by the apparent complexity of the issues – it’s easy to get sufficient grasp of them to write an e-mail. Scroll down for sources of further info and for how to write to a Lord or Lady....
 
Here are some of the main issues:-
 
Clauses 1,10 and 11 of the Bill imply the Secretary of State for Health no longer has a DUTY to secure certain services in all geographical areas. For example, THERE COULD BE NO AMBULANCE SERVICE IN SOME OF THEM since it is not specifically mentioned that an ambulance service MUST be provided everywhere.
 
These clauses, and especially clause 11, put the commissioning consortia in charge of deciding what services should be provided. They might say they won’t fund some, so doctors and hospitals might charge for more and more services! These might include all the ‘non-priority treatments’ which you alredy have to go private for in some places because the NHS is running out of money  - including even some cataract operations and some joint replacements. 
 
Clause 11 also says commissioning consortia can select patients – what if they decide to exclude some patients from certain services – or all services - because they are too distant from facilities, too troublesome or expensive to treat, ‘not a priority’, etc ? THE BILL SHOULD ENSURE EVERYONE GETS EQUAL AND ADEQUATE ACCESS TO TREATMENT WHEREVER THEY LIVE AND WHATEVER THEIR MEDICAL OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES. 
 
‘Clinical Commissioning  Group’ 'areas' are quite different from PCT (Primary Care Trust) areas; they do not need to have boundaries that join up, like local authorities do, and they do NOT include all residents. This will fundamentally undermine resource allocation methods developed over the last 35 years. It will also prevent parliamentary scrutiny of expenditure patterns totalling 100 billion pounds - resource allocation will become incalculable on an area or functional basis. THERE NEEDS TO BE GUARANTEED COVERAGE OF ALL THE LAND AREAS IN THE UK.
 
How to write to a Lord or Lady...
See http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/ for a list. If no e-mail or other information is given, pick a few names and ‘google’ them and very often an e-mail contact and other things will come up. Or e-mail me to get an annotated list (it was produced by Keep Our NHS Public, but right now I can’t find it on their web site).
 
Where to see the Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/healthandsocialcare.html
Other helpful sites
http://www.keepournhspublic.com/
http://blog.38degrees.org.uk/
What to write
Just draft a quick letter based on some of the above points.

 

And if you haven’t time to even do that….. sign the petition on http://38degrees.org.uk/page/s/Protect_our_NHS_Petition  TODAY THURSDAY 20 OCT
 
THANKS FOR DOING YOUR BIT TO TRY TO SAVE THE NHS!  EVERY LETTER OR E-MAIL COUNTS
