Keep Our NHS Public Updates 07/11/2011
House of Lords Briefing paper 4 by Allyson Pollock:
With a view to ensuring that clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) would be responsible for planning and commissioning comprehensive services for all people in contiguous geographic areas throughout England, as primary care trusts (PCTs) do at present, and to retaining constitutional control, we recommend; 
* on Clause 3 that amendments should be tabled to Clauses 7 and 10 to base CCG responsibility on contiguous geographic areas, thereby making monitoring of inequalities, and implementation of strategies to reduce inequalities and research on inequalities reduction feasible;
* on Clause 4 that peers should support the Liberal Democrat / Labour / cross bench notice of intention to oppose the Question that Clause 4 stand part of the Bill;
* on Clause 6 that this Clause is revisited in the light of resolution of Clause 1 and the constitutional issues;
* on Clause 7 that an amendment should be tabled to give CCGs the duty to promote a comprehensive health service in their area.
CCG responsibilities do differ substantially from PCTs: registered populations will  not be based on all residents within an area. Lord Howe has sought to reassure peers that CCG responsibilities will not differ substantially from those of PCTs: "My noble friend asked me a yes or no question: are CCGs just like PCTs? In  terms of population responsibility, the responsibilities are very similar. CCGs are responsible for patients on the registered lists of their constituent practices as well as having specific area-based responsibilities, as I pointed out, linked to their unique geographic coverage" (Lords Hansard, 02 Nov2011: Column 1270). However, Lord Howe and David Nicholson, the NHS Commissioning Board shadow chief executive, have made clear that unlike PCTs  CCG areas are indeterminate and their responsibilities not comprehensive. Lord Howe stated in the Lords that CCGs will differ from PCTs in the following ways: 

* CCGs will not be formed on the basis of responsibility for all residents within a contiguous geographic area: “It is possible for individuals within that area to be registered with a GP practice which is a member of a different CCG. It would  therefore be the responsibility of that other CCG (Lords Hansard, 02 Nov 2011:  Column 1271).”
* CCG responsibilities for services for all people in their area are not defined,  apart from emergency care: “We must also ensure, when we exercise the power to set out other persons for whom a CCG has responsibility, to provide through regulations that a CCG has responsibility for ensuring that everyone in its area can access urgent and emergency care (Lords Hansard, 02 Nov 2011: Column 1267).”
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